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in Psalm cxxxix. 7, 8, God’s being every where present, &c. 








HRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 








ong DOLLAR PER ANNUM. | 


“1 AM SET FOR THE DEFENCR OF THE GOSPEL.” —Paul. 


[PAYABLE AT THE END OF SIX MONTH: 








Se 
—— -- —— 











VOL. II. 


PORTLAND, SATURDAY, MAY 8, 1824. 


No. 26. 











EVANGELICA 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. . 





“— 











“ Who shall be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power.”—2 Thes, i. 9. 


(CONCLUDED FROM OUR LAST.) 


3d. Let us now consider the nature and duration of the pun- 
ishment. No doubt is entertained by most people, that the 

unishment here refers to a future state—is the same as the 

unishment of hell fire, and is endless in its duration. But 
of this the remarks already made, ought to lead us to doubt. 
Those now to be made, we think place it beyond a doubt, 
that the apostle had no reference toa future state of exist- 
ence, but describes the punishment which the Jews are now 
as a nation, suffering. o shew this let us, 

Ist. Attend to the nature of the punishment. It is called, 
« destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the 


glory of his power.” 
{Here the writer explains at considerable length the phrase, 
« Presence of the Lord ;” showing that it does not mean, as 


He proves the more limited use of the phrase. In Job ii. 7, 
Satan is said to have gone forth from the presence of the Lord ; 
meaning only, from the place where the Sons of God assemb- 
led for worship. Cain also was punished from the pres- 
ence of the Lord, Gen. iv. 16. The writer shows that the 
presence of the Lord was, ina peculiar sense, among the chil- 
dren of [sracl-—see Exo. xxxiii. 14,17. Compare Isaiah Ixiii. 
9, Psalm li. 11. The land of Judea, particularly the Temple, 


was looked upon as the place of God’s presence. Jonah 
i, 3, ii. 4.) 

I shail now proceed to notice some passages, Which appear 
to me to.decide, what is the meaning of the phrase, “ pres- 
ence of the Lord,” in the passage under consideration, and 
also the nature of the punishment of whith it speaks. The 
first I notice is, ty | 

2 Kings xiii. 23, “* And the Lord wasgroimrm unte diem, 
and had cOMpassion on them, and had respeet unto them, 
because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and 
would not destroy them, neither cast he them from his presence 
as yet.” But what God here says, that ** as yet”’ he would not 
do to this people, in the following passage we find it said, he 
did do to thein. 

2 Kings xxiv. 20, “For through the anger of the Lord, it 
came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until he had cast them 
out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king 
of Babylon.” The same is repeated, Jer. lii. 3, which I need 
not transcribe. On these passages I now beg leave to make 
a few remarks, viewed in connexion with the one we are con- 
sidering. 

Ist. in the passages just quoted, it is beyond all fair dis- 
cussion, that the Jews as a nation are the persons spoken of, 
and on them the punishment threatened by God, was execu- 
ied. in the passage we are considering, the Jews are also the 
persons of whom the apostle speaks, as has been shewn above 

2d. In the above passages, quoted from the Old Téstament, 
destroying the Jews, and casting them from his presence, are 
descriptive of the same punishment. But whoever supposed, 
that destroying them or casting them out of his presence, 
ineant either their annihilation or their endless misery, in a 
place called hell ? We beg leave to ask, by what authority 
then do we interpret the same, or similar language used by 
Paul in the passage before us. 

» 3d. It has been proved satisfaetorily we think, that God’s 
presence was in Judea, particularly in the Temple. That 
was his house and where he delighted to dwell. In the above 
quoted passages, it is clear as noon day, that to be cast out of 
God’s presence was to be cast out of the land of Judea, from 
his worship—and to be carried into captivity to Babylon, and 
dispersed among the heathen. ‘The apostle in the passage 
before us, evidently had these passages in his eye wien he 
Wrote, and borrows the very language of them to express him- 
self. Indeed well he might, for he was speaking of the same 
people, and of a similar punishment which was coming on 
them. The Jews were cast out of God’s presence for seven- 
ty years, but were brought back to their own land, and again | 
enjoyed his presence. When the apostle wrote to the Thes- 
salonians, the period was. drawing near, when they were 
again to be punished with destruction from the presence of 
the Lord. ‘They were to be banished from their land, their 
City and Temple destroyed, and to this day the ruins of Je- 
tusalem, and the dispersed Jews afford ample evideace of its 
truth. The Jews now are as certainly destroyed, or cast out 
of God's presence, as their forefathers were, when God cast 
them out from his presence in their seventy years captivity in 
Babylon. The language used in speaking of both is the same. 





How then any candid man can affirm, that the apostle tn the 


passage by destruction from the presence of the Lord meant 
eternal misery, lam unable to perceive. If the scriptures 
are allowed to interpret the apostle’s meaning, he expresses 
temporal! punishment to the Jews, and in the very language 
in which their former punishments were @mpressed by their 
own prophets. 

But the persons are not only said to be punished with ev- 
erlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, but it 
is added, 

“ And from the glory of his 
phrase “ his glorious power.” The questioi naturally occurs 
here—The glory of whose power? Should we understand 
this of the glorious power of the God of Israel, it occasions no 
difficulty, for his glorious power was certaimly displayed to 
the Jews in their land, and when banished froin it, they were 
punished with destruction from his glorious power, as well as 
from his presence. But should we understaad it of Christ’s 
glorious power, as the contex* seems to direct, this agrees to 
what is said coneerning Christ at his coming at the destruc- 
tion of Jerhsalem. Referring to this period, Mat. xvi. 37, 
says, ‘“‘Forthe Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels.” And in reference to the same event 
adds, ‘* And they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power & great glory.” Chap. xxiv. 30. 


2d. Let us now pay some attention tothe duration of 
this punishment. It is not only said to de destruction, 
but everlastiug destruction from the presence of the Lord. 


wer.” Some render this 


We presume the word everlasting used here, leads most Mp 
people to conclude, that the punishment mentioned is in k 


a future state of existence, and is also of endless dura- 
tion. A little further attention to the scriptures, we think 
must convince all, that this very circumstance is a strpaty 
confirmation of the interpretation I have given of this 
passage. Let us then quote, 

Jer. xxiii. 39, 40. * Therefore, behold, 1, even I will 
utterly forget you, and I will forsake you, and the city 
that I gave you and your fathers, and cust you out of my 
presence: And I will bring an everlasting reproach upon 
you, and a perpetual shame which shall not be forgotton.” 
See Balfour’s Inquiry on this passage, page 182, and com- 
pare Deut. xxviii. 37, an! xxxi. 17,18. Hosea ix. 17. 
Jer. xx. 11, and xxiv. 9, 10, and xlii. 18. Qn this passage 
I shal submit for ‘candid consideration » few -bsief re- 
urarks.~ ~ 

Ist. No one can doubt, that this passage Speaks of the 
Jews, and predicts a punishment which God was te inflict 
upon them as anation. That the punishment threatened 
is of a temporal nature, will not be disputed. That it is 
described in language similar to the text we are consider- 
ing, is very obvious. It is described as an everlasting 
punishment from God’s presence. The Jews ave to be 
made an “everlasting reproach,” and “ perpetual shame.” 
We have sufficiently seer already, that to be cast out of 
God’s presence, is not to be cast into hell, or endless mis- 
ery, but to be cast out of Judea, and from Ged’s worship 
and service, and dispersed among the heathen or gentile 
nations. 

2d. What we have got therefore to consider and ac- 
count for is,—why the punishment of the Jews of a tem- 
poral nature, is called perpetual and everlasting. This, 
it is called in the passage we have quoted from the prophet, 
and itis called everlasting by Paul, in the passage before 
us. When God said, that he would make the Jews an 
everlasting reproach, and a perpetual shame, all we think 
will readily admit, that endless duration is not meant. 
Why then interpret Paul’s language as expressing endless 
duration of punishment in a future state? Jfe wasa Jew, 
and was speaking of the punishment of Jews. He was 
familiar with the language of the Old Testament,—and 
borrows the phrase * presence of the Lord,” and why not 
also the word everlasting in reverring to the very same 
temporal punishment as is described by Jeremiah. If 
being cast out of God’s presence did not mean under the 
Old Testament, being cast into a place of future misery, 
nor the word everlasting added to this punishment, endless 
duration. Why should such language borrowed from the 
Old, by the New Testament writers be so interpreted ? 
Did any Jew ever understand the phrase, cast out of 
God's presence, being cast into hel! or endless misery, er, 
thatthe word everlasting applied to it, expressed the end- 
less nature of such a punishwent? 

To account for the punishment of the Jewsiu the text 
quoted from Jeremiah, and in the one under considera- 
tion, being called everlasting, is not difficult. 

Ist. It is beyond all fair debate, that the term everlast- 
ing was used among the Jews to express a limited and 
sometimes a very short period of time. The fact is so 
notorious and so generally admitted, that we deem it 
useless to enter into a formal proof of it. We recom- 
mend it to the man who doubts the fact, to give his Bible 
a careful reading through, and then let him doubt, if he 


can. We beg it as a favor of him if he finds the word 
everlasting used and applied to punishment signifying 
endless duration, he will be kind enough to communicate 
this for our information. The question is not, how 
christians have understood this word for ages past, but 
how did the Jews understand it? 

2d. The Jews were punished several times with de 
struction from the presence of the Lord. They wer: 
once driven from Judea, and the worship of God at Jeru- 
salem, and were seventy years in captivity in Babylon. 
But let it be partieulacly uoticed, that though this is a 
long time comparitively, yet it is never called in scripture 
an everlasting destruction or punishment. No, the wud 
everlasting is applied to the punishment of the Jews. 
which began at the destruction of their City and Teinple. 
It has already continued nearly eighteen hundred years 
All this time they have been punished with destruction 
from the presence of the Lord. In the Jewish sense o! 
the word everlasting, it may well be applied to this pur- 
ishment of their’s, if their punishwent was now to end. 
But how long it is yet to continue,is known only to God. 
That it is to end; is net doubted by any christian, and 
shews, that though the term everlasting is expressly ap- 
plied to it, yet they do not inthis case believe it to signify 
endless duration. ‘To be consistent,every believer inthe 
doctrine ef endless misery ought to believe, that the pres 
Rf temporal punishment of the Jews is to have ng end, 
cause the term everlasting is applied to it; and he 
ought also to believe, many things to be endless in dura- 
tion already ended, because the word everlasting is ay- 
plied to them. 

3d. This punishment of the Jews, called everlasting 
and perpetual by the Prophet, and everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord by Paul, is called so, wit) 
propriety, if we duly consider the following. The Jew: 
have not only been cast out of the land of Judea, anc 
from the Temple worship there, and dispersed among aii 
nations for nearly eighteen hundred years, but by their 
unbelief of mind, exclude themselves from God's presence: 
in their dispersion. ‘The Christian Church is now God's 
house, as isevident from the New Testament. His pres- 
ence iswajeyett by all who believe ju Jesus) Bat how tev. 
lof the Jews have ever returned to the presence of the 
Lord, in his worship and service prescribed in the New 
Testament. After all the exertions made to convert them 
to the faith of Christ, it is little else than lost labor. God 
has concluded them all in unbelief. The vail still remains 
on their hearts, and all attempts to remove it have proved 
abortive. They are an everlasting reproach, and a per 
petual shame among all the nations of the earth. What 
nation since the creation of the world, has ever suffeye:! 
so long a destruction as they have done, yet remained a 
distinct and numerous people. And whatnation under 
the whele heaven, has ever like them enjoyed such means 
of knowledge, and yet remained a blinded and unbeliey- 
ing people? But God has not forgotton his covenant,and 
as certainly as he has concluded them all in unbelief, so 
certainly is he to have mercy upon all. At what time 
their everlasting destruction is to end, | know not; but it 
is toend: and should it end to-morrow, the time it has 
continued, fally and seripturally justifies the word ever- 
lasting being applied to it. 

We have now considered this passage in connexion 
With its context; and would ask, What part of it proves 
the doctrine of endless misery ina future state of exist- 
ence? The persons to be punished, and’ time of thei: 
punishment forbid such an interpretation. The phrase 
presence of the Lord, from which they. are -punished, o3 
the term everlasting applied to it, affords it no support, 
but in the strongest manner confirms the views which 
have been advanced. Nor does the term destruction aid 
it, for we have seen from 2 Kings xiii. 33 quoted above, 
that the term destroy is used when speaking of the temporal 
punishment of the Jews, and one similar to that they are 
now enduring, and by which no one ever thought that 
God meant either their endless misery or annihilation. 

To conclude: Weve we fully persuaded that the doc- 
trine of endless misery was a doctrine taught in scripture, 
until something appears to invalidate the evidence we 
have stated, we could never quote the passage we have 
been considering in proof of it. As we do not very soon 
expect to see as much evidence produced proviug that it 
does teach this doctrine, as has been adduced that it dues 
not, we would suggest the following cautions, which we 
do from past experience. 

Ist. We caution those who believe in the doctrine of 
endless misery, not to be so dogmatical and positive as 
they sometimes are, that this and the other passage 
clearly and decidedly teach it. At a former period of 





my life I have quoted this text in proof of the doctrine, 
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and have preached f-oius it as a passage full and explicit 
an the subject. Tomy shame I now confess iy former 
»rnorance of God's word, and thus publish my shame to 
the world. If it be the ineans of teaching any man diffi- 
lence, modesty, aud caution in his proofs of doctrine, or 
any preacher to be more careful about what he preaches 
ry others, I shall not count my labor lost. The passage is 
confidently quoted, to prove the endless misery of all the 
wicked in a futare state of existence. We leave itto the 
sober judgment of every candid man to say, if we have 
aot shewn, that the proof it affords is only in the sound of 
werds to which a false idea has been attached, which 
when the scripture usage of them is fairly examined, 
affords it n> support, but is at variance with it. 

2d. We caution all those who deny the doctrine of | 
endless misery, from being staggered in their faith, from 
their opponents adducing some texts which have the 
appearance of proving it. The text we have been con- 
sidering, was one, which, with the wilter for a long time 
prevented him from embracing his present views. Though 
he saw many things in favor of Universal Flappiness, yet 
this, with some other texts, wore a different aspect. Pa- 
tient investigation of the scriptures has ow removed this, 
and the very texts which prevented his belief, now confirm 
him in the sentiments he has emb;ased. 

AN INQUIREt AFTER TRUTH. 


PCLES ICAL. 





FOR THE GHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 





THE LAYMAN AND MISSIONARY. 

Layman.—\s vot the love of God in the heart of 
the creatuie, the foundation of all true religion ? 

-Missionary.—Yes, 1 think it is. 

L.—Pilease to tell me how this love is primarily 
and originally produced, im the heart of the creat- 
ure. 

M.—Undoubtedly by the special and irresistible 
influence of the Divine Sp rit. 

L.—P lease to answer me another question. Can 
a creature Jove an vbject unless it ts presented to 
the mind in a lovely point of view, or as possessing 
properties, which are lovely ? 

“i—I_ think it is a correct position, that we can- 
not tove an object which appears hateful. 

LT, —Let us now, sir, apply this position to some of 
the doctrines held up atthe present day—for in- 
stance, the doctrine of Reprobation ; that God, from 
all eternity reprobated a certain part of mankind to 
eternal misery. Cau T love a God who takes pleas- 
ure inthe endless misery of the creatures he has 
made ? 

.—Do vou pretend to say that von hate God P 

L.—I[ hate all cruel beings ; and if this is the God 
you worship, [associate him with the infernal spirits ; 
for T consider all beings that take pleasure in the 
inisery of others, as having the spirit of the devil, 

M.—Do you presume to call my God,a devil P— 
You have gone tou far, (angrily) ; you"have gone 
too far. 

L.—If my deduction is not fair and natura}, froin 
ihe premises—that God is good, and must be so pre- 
sented tothe mind to be beloved, which you admit- 
‘ed—please to point out wherein. 

.—You have gone too far, you have gone too | 
far-—(and lefi the room.) 





- 


abroad inthe heart ; that is, never was calvinistically re- 
newed. Such isthe retreat they generally make, and the 
only one which is consistent with their creed; for it is 
certain that none but those whose hearts are filled with 
cruel or partial love, can admire a being, who is both cruel 
and partial, in what is called the display of his benevo- 


lence. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


CHRISTIAN OPITULATOR--NO. 21. 
| Coneluded from our last.| 


Again. The fear of punishment does not produce 
genuine repentance.  “*Godiy soriow,” says Paul, 
not fear, “works repentance :”—ihat is, the person 
is sorry for sin; sorry that he has disobeyed his bes: 
ir end 5; but that does not necessarily imply that he 
issorry for sin, because he fears that if he is not 
sorry he will be punished! In fact, as we Lefor 
»bserved, punishment precedes repeotanee ; itis the 
design of the thing. Your child may be sorry that 
te bas offended ; and for no other reason than this: 
He is sorry that he has got to receive chastisement ; 
but that is not genuine repentance; it is hypocrisy. 
You ask your child if he is sorry for his fault ;—he 
says he is. You ask him why ? And in telling the 
truth, he tells you that it is because he is afraid you 
will whip him. Are you satisfied with such repent- 
ance? No. You will ve likely to chastise bim on 
that confession, to produce a different kind of sor- 
row, Some persons are not so sorry for their diso- 
bedience, as they are for the punishment they see 
hanging over their heads. However singular you 
may adjudge us to be, thisis an important idea. 
Being sorry for the consequences of crime, and 
being sorry for crime, the cause which produces 
consequences, are two vastly different things. A 
servant of the former character is emphatically an 
eye servant; he would not obey you were it not for 
the rod. Gedsays “Son give me thine heart.” But 
how many experience religion and are repentant, 
confessedly from the fear of endless misery; and 
yet such services are and must be, an abomination 
in the sight of God. Depend upon it, God values 
the service of hiin who is religious from love, and 
hates that, which is produced by fear of hell. Yet 
how many are there among us,as we before observed, 
who date their experience of religion ftom certain 
fears, which they entertained of their eternal state 
We have often thought strange, that people would 
call it religton ! 

Is that a voluntary, heart felt service, which is 
extorted by fear of endless misery ? It cannot be. 
Filial love, and not a slavish fear and dread, make 
aman religwus. ‘The goodness of God leads us 
to repentance,” not his wrath. “We love him 
because he first loved us,” not, because he hates us, 
and will make us endlessly miserable if we do no; 
love him. People have mistaken in this thing 
most unaccountably. They put cause for effect and 
effect for cause. They think that repentance is the 
cause of God’s favor; whereas the very reverse is 











The missionary had been four months oo a mis- 
sion to the eastern part of the State of Maine ; | 
probably, at the rate of fifty dollars per month.— | 
Now, do you not think, Mr. Editor, that this mission 
cost more than will come of it ? 

REMARKS. 

We are induced to publish the above short dialogue 
saat our readers may be emboldened to ask similar ques- 
tions to Calvinistic missionaries, by whom they may be 
attacked. People are too apt to be intimidated by the 
external sanctimony and clerical arrogance of those offi- 


The Lay- 


man was Not easily panic-struck ; and of course put the 


ious inquisitors, to withstand their assaults. 
missionary to flight; for which he is entitled to public 
rratitude. 

Rev. 


gentleman had not made the regular orthodox retreat ; 


But we are somewhat disappointed that the 


and instead of running from the Layman, gravely told 


him, the reasou Why he talked so strangely about his dei- 


lance does not lead God 


the fact. God’s love is the cause of repentance. 
The goodness of God leads to repentance; Repent- 
to be favorable. * They 
put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.” They 
call the course of the ungodly easy bere; and the 
road of rehgion a rugged one, exposed to dangers 
and troubles,—whereas “ the wav of the trangressor 
is hard,” and ‘“*the way of wisdom is the way of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.” ‘That 
religion, which is produced by fear, is the work of 
the passions and not of tne understanding. This is 
the reason why the weak and the timid are so gen- 
erally the sabjects of it. Hence with such, reason 
is of litthe avail, and argument has no force upon 
their minds, The individuals, who are the subjects 
of this passionate religion, we by no means would 
condemn ; their errors rather excite our pity than 
hatred. Nevertheless, it is our duty as their friends 
and as the friends of the religion of the gospel, to 
notify them, that if they are religious at all,—love 
to God must be the first moving and continuing 





he never had the love of his God shed 


¥, was, because 


cause of it; and that of they have experienced what 


= fine 
they think ts religion, in consequence of a fear, tha 
if they are not religious they must be excluded 
heaven,—then they do greatly err, not knowjy 
the scriptures. We would thank them to tary 
the place in the divine writings, where any one yj 
the early converts to christianity, has ever said on. 
word about his embracing christianity from a fear o; 
endless misery. They cannot produce a moder, 
experience within the lids of the Bible. Now, on 
would think, that if such exercises were necessary jy 
coustitute the christian, the greatest christians o/ 
whom we read, would have known, at least, some. 
thing of the kind. But they are all as silent aboy; 
such things as the chambers of darkness ;—as silen, 
as if they never dreamed that posterity would see 
out such aninvention. Thisis a notorious fact ; 
and we know that by advocating a rational religion, 
we incur the suspicions and censures of such a; 
place their reliance upon a religion of the passions, 
Yet we had rather merit the disgrace, which some 
inconsiderate persons would attach to it, than ty 
have the honors and high sounding titles of a false 
religion. We do sincerely say, that fear never made 
one genuine christian ; love must make a christian, 
if any thing, and “ perfect love,” say the seriptures, 
* casleth out fear”? ‘In all fear there is torment,” 
Religion 1s a rational thing. We know. thar 
some are ready to say, that we wantto get t 
heaven in an easier way than we are authorized to; 
that our retigion lulls the comscience to sleep 
Nothing can be more false. Our religion, of aij 
others, is in practice the most rigid. It allows no 
substitute for a good life; it must be in continual 
exercise from day to day, from hour to hour, and 
from moment to moment. It will not allow any 
offence to escape punishment. It allows not of ong 
moment for the relaxation of its duties Its demands 
are constant and unremitting. But we da say, that 
it is a pleasurable employment; for righteousness is 
far more productive of enjoyment than sin. The 
path of duty is a straight and plain one, in woich 
fools cannot err, and in which, he who walks thereis 
will find the most substantial pleasures of life. We 


as much as owr neighpors, and urge the importance 
of them as strenuously. IJtis true we differ fiom 
them in these exercises, but we differ only on 
grounds of improvement. We say that repentance 
isa duty ; that it is not ihe cause but the effect oi 
God’s favour, when a person becomes convinced of 
his fault and sincerely repents, he will form a_reso- 
lution to sinno more. Thus he becomes converted 
from bad to good motives. And when this resolution 
is carried into effect, a repentance takes lace. 
Whereas he was before uothinking and sinful, he 


duty. He makesreligion what it was originally ia- 
tended to ke,—a practical and not a passionate thing. 
ORIGEN. 


ne 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 





“ Fiolence shall no more be heard within thy walls.” 
Isaiah. 
The evangelical Prophet, when he spoke these 
words, without doubt, had full in view the glory 
chat should finally be attendant on the ministration 
of the Messiah, and the consutmmate biessedness and 
peace that would be produced by his mild and equal 
sway. The lapse of time between his day and the 
coming of the Just One, did not dimin'sh his joy, 
nor give a romantic aspect to the prediction of the 
Holy Spirit. He burst through the gloom of sur- 
rounding darkness, and, cirried on the pinions of 
faith, he traced the sun of righteousness from his 
first faint glimmerings to his meridian splendor. He 
beheld “the gentiles coming to his light, and kings to 
the brightness of his rising.” With rapture he sur- 
veyed the wilderness beginning to rejoice, and the 
desert to blossom as the rose.” He saw ‘truth 
springing forth before all nations” and prevailing in 
every part of the earth; nations that once were 
at war, now reconciled to mutual friendship ; ‘be 
field of battle no more to be drenched with blood | 
the sound of the martial trumpet was to be heard 
no more; nor the groans of the dying, nor the 
shouts of the victorious, were to reverberate through 





the air, conveying the message of thousands slain 


hold to repentance, to couversiun and to reformation 


now hears, and not only hears, he does what is his. 
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The completion of what he saw will be the consum- 
pation of huinan happiness. Brethren will then 
dwell together in unity, freed from animosity and 
strife. The principle of love implanted in the hu- 
man breast will then take full control and rule with 
complete dominion, But when violence shall no 
more be heard, what will be the universal belief of 
mankind 2 Willthe sound of efernal violence and 
endless woe be heard from the sanctuary of God ? 
Willi this deadly poison be infused into the infaat 
heart and produce its baleful effects on the mind, 
till extinction of life? Did the Prophet insinuate 
that this awful doctrine, would, like a blackening 
tornado, involve the heavens ia darkness, or like a 
tempest of fire threaten to overwhelm the world ? 
More exalted, more glorious, were his ideas. He pre- 
dicted the return of the rans »med of the Lord to Zion, 
with songs and. everlasting joy.” He beheld a day 
of eternal felicity, without the least allov of misery. 
He deciared that “ Christ should be the salvation of 
Goi to the ends of the earth ;’ that though, at first 
he wasto be a man of sorrow and acquainted with 
grief,” vet finilly “to the increase and peace of his 
goverument there was to be no end ;.that the pleas- 
ureof the Lord would prosper in-his hands, and 
that he should see the travail of his soul; and 
that he should be satisfied” with the acquisition of 
glory which he had attained, and in the transcend- 
ant happiness of every individual of mankind. If 
chis be the conclusion of the labor of the Son of God, 
what person is there who wili be dis-satisfied ; nay, 
who would not rejoice with joy unspeakable and fall 
of glory.” If any let tim speak ! A.D 
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‘““] AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” 
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TO OUR PATRONS. 

This number completes the Tarrp votume of the Intexui- 
sEvcex; and it may uot be improper to offer a few observa- 
tions for the coneideration of subscribers. We esteem it a 
privilege to have so conveaieat an opportunity for e xpressing 
our sincere gratitude to the numerous friends and brethren 
who have patronized this work ; many of them from its com- 
mence nent. The patronage we have received, has exceeded 
the nost flattering expectations; and from the daily additions 
which are made to the list of subscribers, we are led to con- 
clude that, our earnest endeavors to render the paper interest- 
ing and useful, have not been altogethets ineffectual. 

Those who have forwarded their names, to commence 
with the next volume, will also accept our acknowledgments. 

It is hoped that all such as are friendly to the sentiments 
advocated in this work, and who believe our feeble labors are 
serviceable in the cause and kingdom of the universal Sa- 
strengthen our hands, by individual 
patronage, but useall proper means to increase the circu- 
lation and extend the usefulness of this publication. 

It nay not be unseasonable, however, to remind the friend- 
ly reader, that it affords no grounds of ultimate encouragement 
‘o the Editor and Publisher of the Intelligencer, to receive the 
patronaze of those, whose condition or disposition, will not 
Were 
we able, it would afford us a constant repast, to furnish all 


‘asure us, some regard to punctuality in payments. 


"th papers, gratuitously, who. are disposed to read. But 
“hs will not answer; nor indeed will it do, to continue our 
byunbvers to those, who are in arrears for two volumes, or 
more; excepting in cases where the cause of delay is 
known, and satisfactory 
*quainted with the circumstances, or at all aware of the 


We are confident that no person 


‘omparatively large amount, which is now due the Editor, 
aud which, of course, he is owing to the Printer, will -be dis- 
- sed with this friendly intimation. It is not our desire 
"hat an individual subseriber, ia embarrassed circumstances, 
‘Oukl be distressed on our account ; but we intreat them. to 
‘onsider, fora moment, the condition of the Editor, who 
“ithout any means to defray the expense of printing, except 
Ne income from subscribers, is this moment involved to the 
‘mount of hundreds of dollars. 

*Gisposed, forward something, without great inconvenience. 


Nearly every one, might, if 





So far from being disposed to take any one “ by the throat, , 


saying, ‘* Pay me what thou owest,” we are perfectly willing 
that our Agents should use diseretion, and where circum- 
stances require it, make such discount as will enable the 
unfortunate to settle their accuunt; giving us early informa- 
tion, that we may govern our concerns accordingly. 

Such as. have settled up to the present time, and all who 
are in a preparation to remit the amount due, as opportuni- 
ty may present, are entitled to special gratitude. 

It will be recollected that all who wish to discontinue at 
the end of this voluné. shoul¢ give timely information, Iti 
extremely improper and unjust to suffer the papers to be for- 
warded, till i’ost-Masters notify of their not beiug received. 
It breaks the volunes and subjects us to unnecessary expense. 

AGents are particularly solicited to use their endeayors in 
our behalf, and, as far as possible, inform of delinquencies, 
which are not collectable, before the next volume cominences. 
The friendly aid of our dista it brethren will be remembered 
with gratitude, and rewarded with similar kindness, should 
opportunity present. 

From worthy friends, in several directions, we have been 
a(lvised to publish our paper weekly ; but for various reasons 
we must decline. 

N. B.—Should the paper not be sent to any person or per- 
sons, who wish it continued, and who have seat the pay to 
the Editor or to any Agent, but which has not been received 
by us, 1tshall be resumed, on their giving us information of 
the same. 

Subscribers who can make it most convenient,can make 
paymeut to the Argus Office, between this and the time of is- 
suing the next number. 

The next volume will appear on new type and ina style 
not inferior to other periodical publications. Should nothing 
foreseen prevent, it will contain as great a variety of original 
and selected matter as is consistent with the nature and di- 
mensions of the work, 


A FLAMING PREACHER. 

We are informed by a gentleman of veracity, that a Baptist 
preacher, by the name of Nurres, lately from tie British 
dominions, is now laboring in Livermore, Turner, Buck field, 
&c. iar the salvation of perishing, immortal souls, as he calls 
them ; and has succeeded in gettuty the pepple who follow 
him, into a state of fanaticism. © He holds a meeting almost 
every day in the week; atteads conferences, prayer-meetings, 
&c. so that there is, in reality, no time forsover reflection, or 
even for the ordinary avocations of life. Some are so far 
deranged, on account of concern for their souls, as to make it 
unsafe for them to be left alone. Such as are made converts 
to the religion of the new preacuer, are zealous to the ex- 
treme; and even have, in some cases, been extremely inso- 
lent, in their attacks upon people of different views.— 
Children have been known to treat with unbecoming freedom, 
the parents who sustained their infancy. As might be expect- 
ed, there is much contention among different persuasions of 
professors. It should be mentioned to the honor of some 
Congregational ministers, that they discountenapce such tu- 
multuous and fanatical proceedings. They consider religiou 
as a subject of too at importance and seriousness, to be 
treated with so much freedom, especially when it decreases, 
instead Gf mcreasing their little flock Weare in favor of 


*s To the philanthrophist, who sees, in the unrestrained ex - 
pansion of the human intellect, the harbinger of general hap 
pine ss, avery new effort to burst its shackles, every new ef- 
fort for the establishment of freedom, is a source of hallowed 

joy. But, if he appreciate the blessings of Christianity, will 
, he not hail, as the benefactor of man, as @ patriot in the 


*‘ that liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.” 





We are happy to learn that Br. A. Divsmore, of Winthrop, 
bas concluded to devote his time exclusively to the work o! 
| an evangelist. 


A gentleman in Livermore, by the name of Bares, has late 
ly commenced preaching, and bids fair to be useful. 








NOTICE, 

fc The Easrern Assoctation of Universalists is to meet 
at Furmington, = ) on the 23d and 24th of June next, being 
“the fourth Wednesday and Thursday” It is hoped thatas 
many of our ministering brethren will attend, as can make i! 
convenient. Societies also, are earnestly requested to send 
Delegates, with proper credentials to act in Council and re- 
late the present state of religion in this section to which the) 
belong. 








FT he Installation of Rev. Sesastian Srreerer over th 
First Universalist Society in Bosten, will take place on Thurs 
day next, 13th instant. 





NEW PUBLICATION. 

Another new and ably conducted religious paper has lately 
been established at Wilmington, (Del.) called “ Tar Berean,” 
containing much valuable matter, indicates much research, 
and promises much in the cause of religion against the pollu 
tions of the day.— Litchfield Eagle. 





“OXFORD OBSERVER.” 

We have received a Subscription Paper issued by Rev. Asa 
Barron, of Paris, (Me.) for pubiighmg in that place, a period- 
ical Paper under the above title ; to be devoted to Literature, 
Theology, Agriculture, News, &c. &c. tis to be published 
ance a week, on new type and good paper, of medium size, 
at $2 perannum. It will commence the first of next month. 
From the known industry and indefatigable exertions of the 


its coluinns, we think it must meet the — of the 
public. (<y"Subscriptions recetved at this Office. 





TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 
The interesting and argumentative Letter to Rev. Mr. Holt, 
pastor of the Congregational Church in Bloomfield, by Bro. 
Sylvanus Cobb, of Waterville, will be published in our next. 
The Questions of * H—,” will tiot be neglected. 
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MARRIED 


In this town, by Rev. Dr. Payson, Mr. Warren Waite to 
Miss Abigail Fernaid. 

By Elder S. Rand, Mr. John Townsend to Miss Mary M.w- 
rell.—Mr. William Plummer, to Miss Abigail Tobin.—Mr. 
Joseph York, to Miss Eliza-Woudbury, all of this town. 

On Sunday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Thomas 
G. Killock, to Miss Lavina W. Horten.--On Monday evening, 
Mr David Newbegin, jr. to Miss Mary Wilson. 


TE 
DIED, 


In this town, Mr. Edward Gorham, aged 48.—Mrs. Marga 
ret Suillman, aged 55.—A child of Mr. William Withington. 
Capt. Stephen Foster, aged 45.—Mr. Alexander Baker, aged 

















all religious reformations, properly speaking; and do not 
pretend to know any thing of the present slar and confusion 
in the towns above named; but we do exhort our readers t. 
view such things with proper deliberation and caution. If 
the professors of Gallatia were bewitched by false, fanatical 
teachers, who kuows that the same may not Le true, of peo- 
ple in this day? Witchcraft is deception; and surety, our , 
neighbors are grossly deceived when they th.uk that Jesr. 
Christ is not as favorable to their salvatiun a> ihe most flam- 


19.—In Westbrook, Miss Ruth Mayo, of this town, aged 69: 
Ressert Str. ter, son of Mr. James Dwinall, aged 19 mos 
Unveil thy boson, faithful tomb ; 
Take this new treasure to thy trust, 
And give these sacred relics ovum, 
To seek a sluinber in the dust. 
No pain, nor grief, nor anxious fear 
Invade thy bounds; nor morta, woes 





ing preacher, that ever dwelt in Novia Scutia. We do not 
unpeach the fanatical preaches; but wishing hra more mod. 
eration, we hope the audiences whom he collects, wil} 
exercise their reason, as taught in Isaiahi. 18. 





THE CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHER. 

“To him, (the christian philosopher,) Christianity at the 
time of the reformation, appeared a3 some splendid edifice of 
antiquity, just emerging from the darkness of the tomb, where 
it had lain for centuries uninjured, beneath a volcanic mass 
of ignorance, superstition and wickedness. He rejvices that 
now at this day, :ts lofty dome is seen from afar, and its 
stately columns no longer groan beneath their superinéum- 
hent we ght; and to the curious eye its foundations are again 
disciosed. Yet, he cannot but feel that much remains to be 
accomplished, before its beautiful materials, its harmonious 
proportions, and its immoveable base, shall stand forth to 
the light, in ali their imposing simplicity and grandeur, a stu- 
pendous monument of the wisdom and benevolence of its di- 
vine founder—the adoration of an adoring world. In con- 
tributing his exertions to a work so glorious, he meeds no stim- 
ulus, he asks no reward, but the approbation of his con- 
science and his God,” 





Can reach the lovely sleeper’s here, 
And angels watch their soft resose. 


So ¢. . slept; God’s only Son 
Pass’d vi: ough the grave, and biest the bed; 
Rest here, sweet child, til! (ec.n God's throne, 
The morning break aad bui~’ (ve shade. 


Break from his.throne, ii! «..‘ous morn! 
Attend, O earth! his sovereign word ; 
Restore thy trust, a glorious form : 
He inust ascend to meet his Lord. 





“ Balfour's Inquiry.” 

pA few copies of Mr.“ Bantroun’s INQUIRY,” re 
main on hand, whichmay be had at 42 00, if called for im- 
mediately. ALSO, 

A series of Letters in defence of Divine Revelation, addres- 
sed to Rev. Abner Kneeland, by Rev. H Ballou— price $). 

A volume of Sermous, by Rev. H. Ballou—price §3. 

The Brief Remarker, by Ezra Sampson—price $1. 

A number of Sermons on various subjects—price 12 1.2 


cause of Heaven, him who labors for the establishment of 


publisher, and the acknowledged talents engaged to enrich . 
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